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although, in her house in Storey's Gate, she was able
to surround herself with a literary circle, of which
Disraeli, Rogers, Sydney Smith and the Miss Berrys
were the main ornaments, yet she was still eyed
suspiciously by the more old-fashioned society. And
eight years after her death George Meredith revived
forgotten gossip by modelling c Diana of the Cross-
ways * upon the unhappy Caroline Norton and by repeat-
ing the calumny that she had betrayed to The Times the
secret of Peel's intention to repeal the Corn Laws.

It can scarcely be questioned that the publicity
which attended the wrongs of Caroline Norton threw
a faint shadow over the calm distinction of the Duchess
of Somerset and the gentle vivacity of Lady Dufferin,
Even in the early days they seem to have suffered from
the ebullience of their uncontrollable sister.

" The Sheridans," writes Frederick Lamb to Lady
Cowper in 1827, * are much admired but are strange
Girls, swear and say all sorts of things to make men
laugh, I. am surprised so sensible a woman as Mrs.
Sheridan should let them go on so. I suppose she
cannot stop the old blood coming out. They are re-
markably good looking and very peculiar in their
looks and certainly clever/

Frederick Lamb was a cold snob, and his criticism
was coloured by sensitiveness to his own ill-breeding.
But the fact remains that when Price Blackwood
announced his engagement to the eldest Miss Sheridan
(who was but seventeen years of age) his family ex-
pressed the strongest disapproval. He himself possessed
only the pay of a naval captain out of work* Helen
Sheridan had no money of her own, In order therefore
to economise and to escape the frowns of his family,